
Discussion Case No. 3: Was the War in Iraq a Just War? 

 

Before the March 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq, U.S. President Bush claimed to have solid 

evidence that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein possessed and was concealing “some of the most 

lethal weapons ever devised.” Bush warned that Saddam would “stop at nothing until something 

stops him.” The Bush administration further claimed that Saddam had close ties with the Al 

Qaeda terrorist network that orchestrated the 9/11 attack on the United States. The United States 

undertook a massive attack to overthrow the rogue Hussein dictatorship. The preemptive strike to 

attack Saddam’s country before he could attack the United States resulted in a quick and 

overwhelming intervention that drove the Iraqi leader into hiding (and later, death by hanging). 

On May 1, 2003, President Bush, dramatically dressed in an Air Force uniform, spoke from the 

flight deck of the USS Abraham Lincoln behind a flying banner that declared “Mission 

Accomplished.” However, that was not to be the case; more than five years later, American 

troops remain locked in deadly fighting with Iraqi insurgents and suicide terrorist bombers 

seeking to drive the United States from occupied Iraq, Afghanistan and Islamic holy lands. 

Expected to be welcomed with rice and rose petals, according to the U.S. Coalition Provisional 

Authority polls when then the U.S. attack occurred, 80 percent of the Iraqi population saw the 

American troops as an invading army rather than as liberators. 

As the body toll of American troops climbed in the thousands, criticisms of the war’s purposes, 

conduct, and strategy mounted in American public opinion. Furthermore, after exhaustive 

searches, even U.S. intelligence agencies could uncover no evidence, as the U.S. claimed, that 

Saddam had been either hiding weapons of mass destruction or had supported Al Qaeda’s 9/11 

terrorist attack. Bush then modified his definition of the Iraq war’s mission, declaring in 2005 

that henceforth the United States would “seek and support the growth of democratic movements 

and institutions in every nation and culture, with the ultimate goal of ending tyranny in our 

world.” ... 

Was the war justified? What are the just means by which a military might fight a war? 
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